
Mind of Christ 

Philippians 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  

I have often thought as I read this verse, “How is this possible and what is the mind of Christ in a person?” This has been 

said to be a mystery. It seems to be expecting all of Christ’s followers to have the same disposition as Christ himself. It is 

sure that one purpose of God living in the form of a man was to demonstrate what we should be striving for as a 

Believer. In every endeavor there must be a goal or mark to strive for, wither it is in life or industry. Even in sweeping the 

floor the goal is to have a clean house. The goal as stated in this verse is to let the mind of Christ be in you. How did 

Christ look at things? What was His goal?    

1. First Clue  

A. Php 2:8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 

even the death of the cross.  

B. Christ being in the fashion of a man, we must remember was deliberate and planed. Since this was planned, 

what type of person was Jesus Christ to be? After all he was God in the flesh and could have been arrogant 

and sharp in temperament. In verse eight we are told “He humbled Himself”. How do we know He humbled 

himself? We are told in the next statement. 

C. “became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” How could God subject Himself to the pain 

and suffering of being beaten and hung on a cross? He humbled Himself. How can this be? Because He 

became the demonstration of a servant.  Philippians 2:7  But made himself of no reputation, and took 

upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:   

D. You might say that He became of reputation when He did the miracles.  

 But he had no reputation when He was that babe in a manger. They wouldn’t open up the inn for 

His expecting mother because she was of no reputation.  

 He was of no reputation when he helped Joseph in the carpenters shop. The people of His village 

wouldn’t even believe Him when He came back later.  

 He was of no reputation when later he was on trial. Even with the miracles they would not recognize 

His deity.  

 He was of no reputation when they beat Him and hung Him on that cross as a common criminal 

when He had done no wrong. 

E. When we see the mind of Christ we see the mind of God.  

F. “The first step downward was when He left heaven's glory. He came down and down and down to this earth, 

all the way to where we are. You and I cannot even conceive of what a big step it was from heaven's glory all 

the way down to this earth. Absolutely, it is beyond human comprehension to understand what our Lord 

really did for us.” “He didn’t leave heaven reluctantly. At no time did He say, “Oh, I just hate to leave heaven. 

I don't want to go down on that trip.” He came joyfully. “… for the joy that was set before him …” (Heb_12:2, 

says) He endured the cross. He said, “… Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy 

will, O God” (Heb_10:7). He came to this earth with joy. He was not releasing something that He wanted to 

hold on to when He came to this earth.” - J Vernon McGee  

 

2. Second Clue  

A. John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  

B. “The Word” is one of the highest and most profound titles of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here He is presented as 

the one beginning who spoke the worlds into existence.  Who was made flesh to dwell among us. This has 

amazed both thinkers in both the Jewish and the Greek world to hear that the Word became flesh. 



C. Notice the character of the word. Full of grace.. Grace means the “favor of God”. “Beloved, notice here that 

both these qualities in our Lord are at the full. He is ‘full of grace.’ Who could be more so? In the person of 

Jesus Christ the immeasurable grace of God is treasured up.” (Charles Spurgeon)  

D. He also was full of truth. “He declared the truth. In him was no falsehood.” (Albert Barnes). There must be a 

standard of truth in government, Church and especially in God.  

E. To be perfect one must be full of truth. Deu_32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are 

judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

F. Men of the flesh reject the truth:  

Rom_1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

Rom_1:25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than 

the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

G. The believer should always seek the truth. 1Cor_13:6  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 

The truth is what works: 1Thess_2:13  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 

received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 

the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

 

3. Third Clue 

A. Mat 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 

rest unto your souls.  

B. 1Peter 3:4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament 

of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

C. “he was not harsh, overbearing, and oppressive, like the Pharisees, but meek, mild, and gentle in his 

government. His laws were reasonable and tender, and it would be easy to obey him.” (Albert Barnes) 

D. Meek - Merriam def. - enduring injury with patience and without resentment, not violent. Patheos Def. – 

“Meekness, according to the Bible, is being humble and gentle towards others and willingly being submissive 

and obedient to the Lord. It is not being selfish and arrogant, loud or obnoxious. Rather, it’s having a quiet 

but confident trust in the Lord and being willing and able to do whatever it is He commands.” 

E. This is the servant’s heart. “Wherever pride and anger dwells, there is nothing but mental labor and agony; 

but, where the meekness and humility of Christ dwell, all is smooth, even, peaceable, and quiet; for the 

work of righteousness is peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.” (Adam 

Clark).  

 Isa 32:17  And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and 

assurance forever. 

F. Satan knows how to get believers distracted by focusing on things that is not within their power to change. 

Christ did not focus upon many things in Israel. Instead He stayed focused upon what could be changed. 

People are always trying to say Jesus was a revolutionary but Jesus was only focused upon the will of God. 

G.  Zacchaeus was in a tree as Jesus passed by because of the crowd. There was much need in that place but it 

was Zacchaeus he called. Luke 19:5  And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and 

said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house.  

H. Why did He focus upon certain individuals and places? The woman at the well, the man possessed with 

demons, blind Bartimaeus, the man at the pool of Siloam.  

I. Jesus was steadily focused on the task at hand. He didn’t spend time with arguments, government issues, 

the problem of Roman occupation. Many tried to get Him involved in their causes, but he was concerned 

about people and their souls. He gently worked out the will of God and not the will of man.  

 


